BULLETIN

The Catholic Parishes of

St Augustine of Canterbury, 146 Sandon Road, Meir, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7DF

St Filumena, Blythe Bridge Road, Caverswall ST11 9EA
St Mary, Cresswell Old Lane, Cresswell ST11 9RF
Parish office at St Augustine’s: tel.: 01782 313734

email: saoc.meir@rcaob.org.uk; website: www.augustinemaryandfilumena.org.uk

Parish Clergy: Parish Priest Fr Jan M. Berny OSPPE (mobile: 07568 239216), Fr Wojciech Cieciéra OSPPE

Deacon Trevor Borthwick (retired), Deacon Peter Bowyer
Parish Catechist: Gabrielle Halliday (mobile: 07764 245344)

Safeguarding representatives: Julia McVey sg.stmary.cresswell@rcaob.org.uk

The Parishes operate in accordance with statutory safeguarding guidance and the national and Archdiocesan polices and procedures at all times. The Diocesan Safeguarding

Team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk.

12 July 2026 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN

28/2026

ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A

The Gospel reminds us that fruitful soil does
not simply appear. Before the seed can bear
fruit, the ground must first be prepared. Any
farmer will tell you that this takes time, effort,
patience, and perseverance. The same is true
of the spiritual life. Being a Christian is hard
work. Praying, forgiving, striving for virtue,
learning when to speak or act and when not
to...it all takes time, effort, patience, and perseverance.
Sometimes I think we’re tempted to “take a day off”” every now
and then and do what we want for a change. But that’s not how
it works. Just as farmers spend months tilling the soil, aerating
the ground, spreading fertiliser, and pulling out weeds, so we too
must prepare the soil of our hearts if we want the Word of God
to take root in our lives. There’s very little comfort, in an earthly
sense, in being a Christian. All the work and labour can be
exhausting, especially if we find ourselves in a dry spell or a
spiritual rut. But just as a farmer willingly exhausts himself in
the hope of a fruitful harvest, so too must we do our best (always
prompted and assisted by God’s grace), if we wish to reap
spiritual bounties. We do this through prayer, reading Sacred
Scripture and good Catholic books, the regular reception of the
Sacraments (especially Confession and the Eucharist), and by
practising virtue while also trying to avoid vice. Our toil is not
just for ourselves either. It is for our children and grandchildren,
our communities and our countries. The witness of a faithful
Christian life has the power to bear fruit far beyond what we

may ever see. Those are all things worth suffering for. In the
meantime, we take comfort in the promises of God, in our
times of prayer and in speaking with Him. We also turn to one
another, praying for one another and supporting one another as
brothers and sisters in the Lord.

Children Sacramental Preparation — For Children attending
Non-Catholic Primary Schools wishing to receive the
sacraments or Non-Catholic children wishing to become
Catholic. Classes will restart in September. Please contact:
Gabrielle for more information.

Journey in Faith — Meets at St Augustine’s, every Tuesday in
term time, 7:30 pm. For more information contact: Gabrielle.

St Augustine Fund Raising— Albert and Chris are once again
holding their “Plant, Tea and Cake Afternoon” on Thursday
231 July, at 219 Weston Rd. Tickets £5 available after mass.

St Mary’s Ground Tidying next meeting 23" July, 6:30 -7:30
pm all welcome. Also require a volunteer to mow lawns around
the Church once a month.

'50/50 CLUB

ST AUGUSTINE’S — JULY winners:
1t Prize — Mark Pickstock, 2" Prize — Gabrielle Halliday.
Congratulations!
ST FILUMENA’S — JUNE winners:
1t Prize — S. Gibbons, 2™ Prize — P. Bailey. Congratulations!

June Jarville, John Leonard, Pauline Tranter, Beatrice Wright.

PLEASE PRAY

For those who are ill, especially: Giuseppe and Loredana De Cicco, Ron Jones, Joanne Coronato, Eamon Dooley, Agnes

For those who have died recently — Peter Ridge, John Farmer, Pat Bowen, David Bickerton, Terence Sims, John Parton,
Sheila Killeen, Pat Porter, June Toplass, Dorothy Preece and those whose anniversary occurs around this time.

Parish Offertory for last weekend:

Meir: £344.20 of which £140.00 was gift aided
Caverswall: £200.00 of which £134.00 was gift aided
Cresswell: £244.12 of which £222.00 was gift aided

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
please gift aid, if possible

This Sunday there is a Second Collection for Apostleship of the Sea

The parishes are part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham. Registered Charity No. 234216
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

St. Augustine’s St Filumena’s St Mary’s
MEIR CAVERSWALL | CRESSWELL
11% July 2026 18:15 — (Sunday Vigil) - 17:00 — (Sunday Vigil)
Saturday People of the Parish Albert Edward Shaw
Vigil Mass RIP
th
Loty 9:00 — John Parton RIP
Sunday 11:00 -
15" SUNDAY in Ordinary Time — Year A
th
13% July 9:30 — People of Venezuela, 8:00 —
‘Monday Victims of the Earthquake
Feria Ordinary Time
14t July
Tuesday 9:30 — Julie Harrison Intention
Feria Ordinary Time
15" July
Wednesday 9:30 — Joyce Allen RIP 11:00
Memorial of St Bonaventure, Bishop,
Doctor of the Church
th
16 July 9:30 — Private Intention
Thursday

Feria Ordinary Time

9:30 — School Mass —

h Andrzej Starostka RIP
17™ July
Friday 18:00 — Exposition of the Blessed [11.00 — School Mass

Feria Ordinary Time Sacrament & Benediction

19:00 — John Murray RIP

th 9:30 —
18" July o 17:00 — (Sunday Vigil) -
Saturday 18:15 — (Sunday Vigil) — Chris Raynor RIP
Memorial of Our Lady on Saturday People of the Parish
19t July 9:00
Sunday 11:00 — Private Intention
16" SUNDAY in Ordinary Time — Year A
Friday: 18:00-18:45 Sunday before Mass Saturday before Mass
Saturday: 10:00-10:30 8:15-8:45 16:15-16:45
and
BY REQUEST

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY'!

The Rosary means “Crown of Roses”. The rose is the queen of
flowers, and so the Rosary is the rose of all devotions, and it is
therefore the most important one.

Mass intentions please hand in an envelope to a member of the clergy

Church offerings can be made directly to each parish account:
St Augustine’s - Acc No 04763483 Sort code 01-05-27
St Filumena’s - Acc No 03392775 Sort code 01-05-27
St Mary’s - Acc No 15628833 Sort code 01-05-27

Please send items for the Parish Newsletter by Thursday evening (e-mail: saoc.meir@rcaob.org.uk)
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